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Thank You, Sponsors & Partners!
The Tompkins County Housing Summit wouldn’t be possible without the 
generous support of these sponsors and partners. We are deeply grateful!



What does the summit’s name mean? “A 
Place for All of Us” means we’re all in this 
together, all directly connected to each 
other.
“Housing by Choice or by Chance?” 
points to the fact that Tompkins County is  
changing. Will those changes help us create  
the kind of community we want? Will they 
further our values of equity, sustainability, 

and quality of life?
This summit is just the start of our conversation about housing.  
We need to hear from all points of view, and learn from 
other places and each other. Together, we can create a  
community that works for ALL of us. Let’s get started today!
– Martha Robertson, Summit Planning Committee Chair

WELCOME!

Tompkins County Housing Summit Planning Committee
Martha Armstrong, Tompkins County Area Development
Karen Baer, Tompkins County Office of Human Rights
Nels Bohn, City of Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency
Laura Branca, Training for Change
J.R. Clairborne, Loaves & Fishes of Tompkins County
JoAnn Cornish, City of Ithaca Planning & Economic Development
Sue Cosentini, New Earth Living
Janet Cotraccia, Community Foundation of Tompkins County
Kirby Edmonds, Training for Change
Gary Ferguson, Downtown Ithaca Alliance
Bill Goodman, Town of Ithaca
Rod Howe, The History Center in Tompkins County
Norma Jayne, Ithaca Board of Realtors
Marcia Lynch, Tompkins County Public Information Officer
Ed Marx, Tompkins County Planning Department
Paul Mazzarella, Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services
Megan McDonald, Tompkins County Planning Department
Martha Robertson, Tompkins County Legislator
Kathy Schlather, Human Services Coalition of Tompkins County
Rob Steuteville, New Urban News
Jennifer Tavares, Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce
Jeremy Thomas, Cornell University Real Estate
Irene Weiser, Caroline Town Board

Bill Goodman, Supervisor for the Town of Ithaca
Before becoming Town Supervisor in January 2016, Bill 
served eight years on the Town Board. He has also worked 
as an attorney in the field of Real Estate law. Bill helped 
develop the Second Neighborhood at EcoVillage on West 
Hill, where he has lived since 2002.

Lindsay Hart, 2016 President, Ithaca Board of 
REALTORS and NY Licensed Assoc. Real Estate Broker
Lindsay is a graduate of Ithaca College’s Park School 
of Communications and has been in real estate since 
2005, specializing in residential and land sales. She lives in  
Trumansburg with her husband and two sons.

Ryan Lombardi, Vice President for Student and 
Campus Life, Cornell University
Prior to joining Cornell in August, 2015, Ryan served in the 
administrations of Ohio University, Duke University, and  
Colorado College. He resides in Ithaca with his wife Dr. 
Kara Lombardi and his two daughters.

David Weinstein, Member, Varna Community 
Association and Dryden Town Planning Board
David has lived in Varna for 30 years. He helped craft the 
2012 Varna Community Development Plan, an award- 
winning road map for developing Varna that maintains 
and enhances community character and quality of life.
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•	The Summit is being livestreamed on Facebook.com/
HousingTompkins and broadcast live on Time Warner 
Government Access Channel 15. Smile, you might get 
on TV.        

•	All questions and comments will be captured if you put 
them on a card and hand them to a volunteer.

•	Please share the air. So as many people can speak as 
possible, make your point or ask your question succinctly.

•	Evaluation forms are important! At the end of the day, 
hand in your completed form for a complementary drink!

Summit Procedures & Guidelines:



PROGRAM SCHEDULE
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A place for all of us:
Housing by choice or by chance?
8:00-8:20  Registration

Check-in, coffee, light breakfast

8:20-8:30  Welcome!
Moderator Schelley Michell-Nunn outlines the day’s agenda.

8:30-9:00  How do we make “A Place for All of Us”?
Christopher Coes provides examples of how communities navigate the 
path from housing crisis to housing choices and deal with competing 
interests. 

9:00-10:15  Real Numbers and Real People: 
Understanding Housing in Tompkins County

• Ed Marx summarizes local housing studies and introduces Housing 
Strategy.

• Ryan Lombardi speaks about Cornell’s Student Survey and housing plans. 
• J.R. Clairborne describes the impact of housing shortage on individual  

lives.

10:15-10:45  Q&A

10:45-11:00  BREAK
Participants: Write down barriers to new housing on cards, one  
comment per card.

11:00-12:30  Why Is New Housing so Hard to Build? 
Panel presentation: What is your role in creating new housing? What 
barriers do you face? Discussion using cards from audience.
•  Sue Cosentini, small developer
•  Joe Bowes, large nonprofit developer
•  Todd Fox, large private developer
•  Michael Cannon, commercial lender
•  Bill Goodman, municipal elected official
•  JoAnn Cornish, municipal staff
•  David Weinstein, neighborhood representative
•  Lindsay Hart, realtor

12:30-1:15  LUNCH

1:15-1:30  Welcome Back!
Introduction to afternoon session, refocus on goals.

1:30-2:00  New Neighbors: 
Success Stories in Local Housing

Christopher Coes talks about strategies and tools to overcome hurdles 
and create new housing. 

2:00-2:15  Q&A

2:15-3:30  Small Group Brainstorming: 
Creating Places for All of Us 

•  Take-aways: Name one thing you’ll take away from today.
•  Action steps: Brainstorm action steps. As a group, prioritize. 

3:30-4:00  Closing Session
Schelley Michell-Nunn moderates discussion of ideas from small group 
brainstorming. Conclusions. Next steps. Evaluation forms. Thank you!

4:00-5:00  Reception
Hand in your completed evaluation form for a complementary drink! 
Refreshments provided by Conifer Real Estate Development and  
Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce.



ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS

Joe Bowes, Director of Real Estate Development, 
Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. 
For the last 14 years Joe has worked as an affordable  
housing developer, project managing the development of 
approximately 850 units of affordable housing in upstate 
New York.

Michael Cannon, Vice President, Commercial 
Banking, Tompkins Trust Company
Michael has worked in commercial banking for 30 years in 
Ithaca. He lives downtown with his wife and two daughters. 
He is the Board President of Ithaca Neighborhood Housing 
Services. 

J.R. Clairborne, Advocacy Coordinator,  
Loaves & Fishes of Tompkins County
An outspoken advocate for affordable housing and the 
underrepresented, J.R. represented downtown on Com-
mon Council for 10 years. He lives in the historic Southside 
neighborhood with his wife, Tompkins County Legislator 
Leslyn McBean-Clairborne, and their daughter.

Sue Consentini, Founder of New Earth Living
Sue’s housing development company has a mission to  
pioneer new models of community-oriented, affordable, 
green housing in Ithaca. Homes are designed using the sun 
for power and are arranged around a common space to 
share resources, grow food and develop friendships.

JoAnn Cornish, Director of Planning and  
Development, City of Ithaca
JoAnn is a native Ithacan. She has more than 30 years 
of experience in the field of Environmental Science,  
Landscape Architecture, and Urban Planning. JoAnn has 
been with the City of Ithaca for 20 years.

Todd Fox, Owner of Visum Development Group
Visum Development is a local company, focused on  
rehabbing buildings and ground-up developments  
ranging from small multi-family homes to mid-rise new  
construction projects. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS
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Schelley Michell-Nunn
Moderator & MC Schelley is well known in 
Tompkins County for her work on issues of  
social justice and equity. We thank the City of 
Ithaca for loaning her today from her post as 
the City’s Director of Human Resources.

Ed Marx
As Commissioner of Planning for Tompkins  
County, Ed is a leader in shaping a sustainable  
future for our community. He is an expert 
in housing needs and is spearheading the 
County’s Housing Strategy.

Christopher Coes
Based in Washington, D.C.,  
Christopher Coes is Vice President  
for Real Estate Policy and External  
Affairs, Smart Growth America,  
and Director of Smart Growth 
America’s LOCUS, a national  
coalition of real estate  
developers and investors who  
advocate for sustainable, equitable,  
walkable development. Along 

with his leadership of SGA’s public policy and advocacy  
efforts, Coes advises the federal government and numerous 
cities on sustainable, equitable economic development.  
In addition, Coes has facilitated more than $1 billion in new 
smart growth real estate deals. He is a graduate of St. John’s 
University with a BA/MA in Government and Public Administration.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:


